CLAIM AMENDMENTS : 

Please cancel Claims 1-22, without prejudice or disclaimer of subject matter, and 
add new Claims 23 and 24 as follows: 



1.-22. (Canceled). 

23. (New) A form processing apparatus for overlaying received data from a 
database file onto a field in a form , the form processing apparatus comprising: 

setting means for accepting a user's input of a character string, and for setting the 
accepted character string for the field, wherein the character string is composed of type 
specification characters, which indicate a format of data which the form processing apparatus is 
able to receive, and wherein the number of the type specification characters indicates the length 
of the data; 

determining means for determining the kind of each type specification character in 
order from the top of the type specification characters composing the set character string; 

first getting means for getting plural words which are composed of the type 
specification characters on the basis of the determined kind of each type specification character, 
by determining whether the type specification character is composing a same word which is 
composed of the previous type specification character if the determined kind of the type 
specification character is same as the kind of the previous type specification character, and also 
by determining whether the type specification character is composing a different word from the 
word which is composed of the previous type specification character if the kind of the 

-2- 



determined type specification character is different from the kind of the previous type 
specification character; 

counting means for counting the number of type specification characters 
composing each gotten word; 

second getting means for getting plural data by dividing the received data into the 
plural data in order from the top of the received data so that the length of k" 1 gotten data is the 
same as the number of the type specification character composing the k" 1 word gotten by the first 
getting means; and, 

overlaying means for overlaying each data gotten by said second getting means 
onto a position in which each corresponding word is set in the field. 

24. (New) A form processing method of overlaying received data from a 
database file onto a field in a form, the form processing method comprising: 

a setting step of accepting a user's input of a character string, and setting the 
accepted character string for the field, wherein the character string is composed of type 
specification characters, which indicate a format of data which the form processing apparatus is 
able to receive, and wherein the number of the type specification characters indicates the length 
of the data; 

a determining step of determining the kind of each type specification character in 
order from the top of the type specification characters composing the set character string; 

a first getting step of getting plural words which are composed of the type 
specification characters on the basis of the determined kind of each type specification character, 
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by determining whether the type specification character is composing a same word which is 
composed of the previous type specification character if the determined kind of the type 
specification character is same as the kind of the previous type specification character, and also 
by determining whether the type specification character is composing a different word from the 
word which is composed of the previous type specification character if the kind of the 
determined type specification character is different from the kind of the previous type 
specification character; 

counting step of counting the number of type specification characters composing 
each gotten word; 

a second getting step of getting plural data by dividing the received data into the 
plural data in order from the top of the received data so that the length of k* gotten data is same 
as the number of the type specification character composing the k* word gotten in the first 
getting step; and, 

an overlaying step of overlaying each data gotten in said second getting step onto 
a position in which each corresponding word is set in the field. 
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